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JONATHAN TAPLIN

Jonathan Taplin is an author and director emeritus of the Annenberg Innovation Lab at the
University of Southern California. Taplin’s book Move Fast and Break Things: How Facebook,
Google, and Amazon Cornered Culture and Undermined Democracy was nominated by the
Financial Times as one of the Best Business Books of 2017. Taplin has produced music and
film for Bob Dylan, The Band, George Harrison, Martin Scorsese, Wim Wenders, Gus Van
Sant, and many others. He founded Intertainer, the first streaming video- on-demand
platform, in 1996. Louis Menaud hailed his 2020 book, The Magic Years, as “a memoir of
exceptional humanity and credibility.” Taplin graduated from Princeton University. He was
vice president of the Merrill Lynch Investment Banking Media Mergers and Acquisitions
Group from 1984 to 1989. He was a professor at the USC Annenberg School for
Communication and Journalism from 2003 to 2016. He is a member of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. He currently is chairman of the board of the Americana
Music Foundation and sits on the board of the Authors Guild Council. His commentary has
appeared on Medium and in the New York Times, the Washington Post, Time magazine, the
Huffington Post, the Guardian, Washington Monthly, and the Wall Street Journal.
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